Why not OLE Image field in access?

Inside Access, you must use a "Bound Object Frame" linked to an OLE Field,
if you are using an MDF file, or linked to an Image field, if you are using
a ADP project file with SQL Server as a backend for the database.

"Unbound Object Frame" and "Picture object" won't fill easily the bill, as
they are unable to link directly to the recordset and, therefore, you must
add code in the current event to refresh the displayed image; but they can
be used if you want to store the images in a directory instead of directly
inside the database.

For ASP, you will have an added problem, as OLE Fields doesn't contains the
direct representation of your images but instead prepend them with a small
header. This header enabled Access to make the distinction beetween true
images like GIF, JPEG and other OLE objects, like Excell or Word documents
but will prevent the successfull display of these images in ASP pages if you
don't strip the header before emitting the page. This header is of variable
length but usually 72 or 76 bytes for images (I don't remember exactly) and
is stored even when you use the Image field of SQL Server.

Usually, programmers will store the location of the images instead to
facilitate the display in ASP but you can also choose to strip the header or
to buy a commercial component which will be able to display directly the
images inside Access without having to prepend them with a header.

As you want to have the smaller database possible, then storing only the
location (name and path) of your images is probably the best solution. To do
so, simply add a Image control to your form and, in the current event, add
code to set the Picture property of this image control to the location of
the current image. For ASP, simply set the src of an image element to the
desired location. Don't forget that in the later case, the visible location
from the web browser is not the same as the physical path on the disk
(exactly the same principle as for HTML page).
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